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LESSON PLAN:  

 

Create a Stock Market Portfolio 

Timmy Ang 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This is a task-based survey project aimed at post-secondary upper intermediate to advanced learners. 
The project aims to teach basic company research through group work and to explain investment 
strategy in front of class with a basic Powerpoint presentation. There will be a considerable amount 
of pair work activities to promote discussion and to brush up on their speaking abilities. The task can 
be accomplished within three to four weeks and is suitable for class sizes of fifteen to thirty students. 

 

Depending on time constraints, certain steps of the task can be omitted or developed in more detail. 
The difficulty and language should be adjusted accordingly to the levels of English ability of the 
students. One website recommended for simplifying text is Wordify (https://rewordify.com/).  

 

GOALS 

 

● Familiarizing students with basic research concepts and investment knowledge. 

● Introducing the students to the capital markets, in particular the American stock market.  

● Promoting ethical investment with socially responsible companies.   

● Creating a portfolio of companies to invest in and to reason and explain their choices.  

● Improving students' group work communication and presentation skills. 
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MATERIALS 

 

● Whiteboard for writing instructions and summarizing learning points  

● Projector and Powerpoint software for showing presentations  

● Wifi-enabled internet access for research and accessing materials 

● An email address to register for Yahoo! Finance portfolio creator  

● Tablet or smartphone devices 

● Various worksheets (see Appendices) 

 

PRE-TASK 

 

Although they exist around the world, stock markets and the concept of investing will be 
intimidating for non-business major students and so it is advisable to provide enough information 
and gradually ease into the main task.  

 

Ask for a show of hands to check who knows about the stock market. Play the video on stock market 
101 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJg-rF3bLH0&ab_channel=EasyPeasyFinance), repeat and 
turn on the subtitles if necessary. Ask the students questions to check comprehension.  
 

● What is the stock market? 
● What happens when you buy a stock? 
● Why would you buy a stock? 
● Why does the stock price go up / go down? 
● How can you buy a stock? 
● What are some brokerage companies in Japan? 
● How would you choose a company to invest in? 

 

Afterwards, the lecture is supplemented by teaching a few selected stock market-related vocabulary 
items (https://www.nasdaq.com/glossary). Provide either a printout or ask the students to take notes. 
I sometimes ask them to try and spell the words. For assessment, I often course the vocabulary and 
create some exercises using a premium account from Textivate (https://www.textivate.com/).  
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In addition, show students the basic process of researching a company. Follow the outline provided 
on Upstox (https://upstox.com/learning-center/online-trading/what-is-fundamental-analysis-and-
how- 

to-do-it/). For higher level students you can elaborate on the differences between fundamental and 
technical analysis (https://www.investopedia.com/terms/f/fundamentalanalysis.asp).  

 

TASK 

 

 

Step 1 Warmup  

 

Students are asked to break into pair work to discuss the following questions from the ESL 
Discussions (https://esldiscussions.com/s/stock_markets.html). I usually ask my students to send me 
a video file of their conversations. For this task I have chosen the website Flipgrid 
(https://info.flipgrid.com) to store, present, and comment on their videos.  

Step 2  Create a Stock Portfolio 

 

Explain to the students what a portfolio is. Form new groups of three to four students. Load up your 
browser and demonstrate to the students how to register and how to add a stock in a portfolio from 
Yahoo! Finance (https://finance.yahoo.com/portfolios). It’s important to carefully go through the 
terms shown throughout the website. Show a snapshot of a particular stock, for example, TESLA and 
then ask the students if they understand the information displayed and to give time for questions. 
Challenge the students to explore the site on their own (Figure 1). On the conversation tab of the 
stock, see if the students can sort through the noise, it provides a source of additional information 
(Figure 2).  

 

Proceed to tell them to look for companies they might be interested in and then to do research on 
them. As a group they must decide to choose three stocks to include into their portfolio which have a 
strong chance of increasing in stock price. The students should be able to explain why they chose the 
stock. They are then given one class to research, discuss, and prepare the slides for this presentation. 
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In order to guide them I usually provide a worksheet (Appendix A). The worksheet scaffolds the 
presentation (Step 4) later on by providing the necessary information for it. 

 

Apart from the Yahoo! website, allow the students to freely use their phone to research on other 
websites. You may allow Japanese websites provided that the students are responsible for translating, 
paraphrasing, and summarizing the information in English towards the worksheet and presentation. 
During the groundwork go around the class and give constructive feedback on their choices as well 
as assist them with their language presentation content, phrases and gestures.  
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Figure 1 Snapshot of TESLA on Yahoo! Finance 

 

 

 

Figure 2 Comments from the Tesla conversation tab on Yahoo! Finance 

 

Step 3 Ethical Investing 
 

To bring about students' involvement in real-world issues, teach the students about corporate social 
responsibility. Ask the following questions. 

 

● What does it mean to be socially responsible? 
● Why is it important to be socially responsible? 
● Why is accountability important? 
● When is a company socially responsible? 
● What aspects of the organization or society are covered by a socially responsible company? 
● What are the possible effects of a company not being socially responsible? 
● Would you pay more for a company’s products or services if they were socially responsible? 
● How should a company be punished for not adhering to corporate social responsibilities? 

 



 

 75 

This leads to a lecture on ethical investing and investing in socially responsible companies. Ask the 
students to reflect on their own personal beliefs and values. How do values change across cultures? 
Explain to the students the potential consequence of continuing to support companies who engage in 
harmful and unethical business practices.  

 

Step 4 Presentation 

 

The students are asked to present their portfolio in front of class and are given around ten to fifteen 

minutes each and will also have to answer questions from the class after.  I use the rubric below to 

evaluate the students (https://www.liveworksheets.com/gf1802213ly).  

 

 

Figure 3 Rubric for presentation  

 

POST-TASK 

 

At the end of the semester or after several weeks of classes you can check on the results of the stock 
portfolio performance. Students can discuss the results and learn new phrases expressing excitement 
and surprise. The purpose of this activity is to also familiarize students with the risks and benefits of 
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investing and as an option you may also teach to higher level students the concept of compounded 
interest. 

 

Later, I ask my students to read the article on Ello (https://www.elllo.org/english/Mixers/T111- 

Million.htm). They will submit a ten to fifteen sentence graded essay on what they would do if they 
won a million dollars. This serves to segue into possibly more investment discussion on financial 
planning.  
 

● Why is it important to save money? 
● Do you keep track of your spending? 
● Are you familiar with any financial planning applications or websites? 
● What age do you want to retire? 
● What are your spending habits like? 
● What does the term “don’t put all of your eggs in one basket” mean? 
● Aside from investing in the stock market, where else can you invest your money? 

 

In addition, I will discuss an interesting article on the unfortunate luck some lottery winners have 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/01/opinion/nocera-the-bad-luck-of-winning.html). In the future, 
for business classes I will extend this activity to span an additional two to three more topics, covering 
the 2008 financial crisis, Occupy Wallstreet Movement (OWM), and the most recent Gamestop 
amateur investment trend.  

 

CONCLUSION 

 

This activity covered various facets of what an English teacher can include in a task-based lesson 
plan or syllabus such as financial markets, technology literacy, language acquisition, and social 
issues. With carefully guided group conversation and supported research work culminating in a 
presentation, students have the opportunity to engage deeply and the teacher can successfully 
accomplish class learning goals.  
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Appendix A 

Stock Pick Worksheet 

What is the name of the company?  

Who is their chief executive officer (CEO)?  

What is the ticker symbol?  

What industry is the company in?  

What products/services do they provide?  

What is the current stock price of the company?  

What are the earnings per share (EPS)?  

What is the current P/E ratio?  

Give me a recent news headline on the 
company. 

 

How do you expect the company stock to 
perform this year? 

 

What other websites did you utilize for your 
research?  

 

How are the companies financials for the past 
year(sales, earnings, debt, assets)? 

 

Provide efforts on the company’s social 
responsibility efforts.  

 

 

 

 

 




